Thistle Class - ABYC Labor Day Regatta - Sept. 1-2 2007

	Rank
	Class
	Sail #
	Helm
	Crew
	Club
	R1
	R2
	R3
	R4
	R5
	R6
	R7
	Total
	Net

	1
	Thistle
	1285
	Ron Smith
	Jim Moyer & Jill Moritz
	FSC
	-1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	7
	6

	2
	Thistle
	3410
	Michael Poltorak
	Derek Landeau & Kory Smith
	MBYC
	-5
	4
	2
	2
	3
	2
	3
	21
	16

	3
	Thistle
	3852
	Cesar Romero
	Moni Lampe & Michael Brown
	MIYC
	2
	-5
	4
	3
	2
	3
	4
	23
	18

	4
	Thistle
	3763
	David Bloomberg
	Era Bloomberg & Tim 
	MBYC
	3
	2
	3
	5
	5
	4
	-7 DNC
	29
	22

	5
	Thistle
	4001
	Bob Larzelere
	Robin Larzelere/Robert & John 
	BYC
	4
	3
	-5
	4
	4
	5
	2
	27
	22

	6
	Thistle
	1014
	Scot Citrin
	Gene Merewether
	MBYC
	6
	6
	6
	-7DNC
	7 DNC
	7 DNC
	7 DNC
	46
	39


Ron Smith totally dominates the 2007 ABYC Labor Day Regatta.
Armed with Jim Moyer, and Jill Moritz as crew, Ron Smith (former Thistle Class President) easily wins the regatta with straight bullets.  The Race Committee, and the army of volunteers at the club all did a fantastic job in dealing with a lot of boats, cars and participants.  The conditions on the race course though a little lighter than normal still provided for a great regatta. The winds were in the 5-15 kn. range and we had moderate chop and really no swells to speak of.  
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The scores don’t tell the whole story, Ron not only won every race, he did so with a healthy margin between him and the 2nd place boat every time.  The 2nd -6th place boat probably had more fun while they were able to fight it out in very tight racing with lots of position changing on the very square and well set W-L courses.  My crew Kory Smith asked Ron why he was so fast?  Ron humbly replied, well Kory, “I think it’s because I replaced my centerboard gasket”.  So there you have it!  If you want to win a regatta all you have to do is replace your centerboard gasket.    

With many boats in the LA and Orange county area we really should have been able to have 4 times as many boats at this event.  It really is one of the finest venues on the west coast.  There are three major events at ABYC that the Thistles should be looking to participate in:  

1. Turkey Day Regatta

November 17-18, 2007

2. Memorial Day Regatta 
May 24-25, 2008

3. Labor Day Regatta

August 30-31, 2008

.

So if you have a thistle out west, go ahead and put these dates into you calendars now.  

Let’s get back to “the days” when we get 20 thistles at these ABYC events.  

Written by Michael Poltorak, Thistle 3410
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Bob Larzaelere appears to be leading the pack. Not pictured is Ron Smith.  He was too far out in front to fit in the frame.











