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IHE BAGPIPE
Official Organ of the Thistle Class

PRLSIDENT
Elner A. Richsrds, (?24)

Crcton Dam Road
Ossinins, New York

FIRST YICE.PRESIDENT
Ted Itimsworth (758)
1035 B€echview Drire

Wolthington, Ohio
SECON D l/ ICE'PRESIDENT and

TDITOR OF THE BACPIPE
I-arry Eaupt (136?)
3509 West g?th Place

lea{ood, Kansas
SECRETARY.TREASARER

Honey (Mrs Meriin)
Ablenson (924)

226 Eest 1?th Ave
Columbu! t' Ohio

CHIEF MEASURER
David C. Minion h. (2!)

2640 Bridgeview Roed
Colunbus, Ohio
COMMODORE

EvanB M Hsuell (949)
6?25 Cliplinser Drive

Cincinnati 43, Ohio
yrcx-coMMoDORE

Ed E. Shernst Sr. (1252)
1046 Sixth Street N.
St. Peterslurg' I'la.

REAR COMMODORE
Dr. Challes F. Althaus (1016)

10435 Atbertswofih Lane
Los Atios, Califonia

Annual dues shoutd be sent to
eitner the local Jleet sed€tarv or
to the national secretarY.

Unatt&ched MemberB
Associste Members
Sustsinins }fenleB
Co-owner othe! thad tle

senior Co-owner
Lsie du€s lenalty

$6.00
6.00
4.00
4.00

4.00

.50
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Bordes and Richards lie at

Heather Bowl
The seaenth snnusl Heather Bo*t

Reeatta ai the Red DEgon Csnoe Club

so;off to a sood start October 13 with

;inds of 10 to 12 knots The Race Cod'
mihte€ leaded bv Ed Walsh (818) laid

out two cou$es of Jour l8!s to cole

with the ooss- ver Northerlt wind and

Drotiile excitins and challensins races
in ihe tidsl wsters of the Delaware'
Peie Sordes (603) snd Eltue! Richards

(Con inu.d on Pdse 8)
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I am llanning to iake the low eye oJI
oI my boat as sone others }aae done.
A length of 5/16" line itserted in hole
left by the bo{ eye .nd knotted on
boih ends makes a lainter ananse-
nent thar lermits the paintet to be
lulled into the bow bilses of the bdat
shile under vay. As to tle need lor
a low attachment for facilitating winch-
ing orto a trailer, Geolge Devlin
solved thiB by dritlins 3 hole thwa -
shi! through ihe sien below tle water-
line. His winch shackle fits this lrole
and permits iin to completely load and
unload his boat vithout nuscle lower.

-a

so located to facilitate {inchins the
stem orto the firsi roller ol a traiter
or to draw tle boat the lsst few feet.
Sotue Thistlers seeinc these low bow
eyes knifirs through the water toward
them were quite concerned 4bout in-
oeased collision damase. At tbe An-
nual Meetins I was ssked to iook inio
the natte. and make s rulinB, or

At home in quiet water ai tle dock
I ained hy Thistle at another at vari-
ous coilision aneles ard with both boats
at yarious aneles of heel. The bow ey€
in ary losition is a leth.l wealon, bui
it is no more so at the water line than
at tle ,ornal position 5 to 6 inches
below the to! of the bow plate. h fact,
for nosi positions of couision angle
and heel, if I am to get hit I'd rather
be hit by a boat with the bov eYe at
the water line than at tne normal !o-
sition. The midloint of the siem is
probably tbe worst position. The ac-
companyins sketch taken ftom the Of-
ficial Plans will he1! you visualize tlis.

Althoueh ihe dealers in marine hard-
ware hay not like me Jor sayjng so,

The cilnan l'all Thisue Chanlio!-
ships at Cororado Yacht Club h8s be-
come "the regatta" of the year for
Southern &lifornians. By gun time of
lhe Jirst uce October 27 a nice 16-18
knot NW'ly sweli South San Dieeo
Bay. The {eather end of ihe line was
unusually jammed because of an out-
going tide. Boais were swelt broad-
sjde to tle line and n|ny skipleB were
not aware of the situation uhtil too
laie. Andy Liitlejohn (?3) rounded the
windward nark firsi with a sroup close
asiern. Spinnskers were set for the
long run .!d the decision made shether
lo follow close to shore against tl'e ebb
tide or jibe downwind out in ihe nid-
d1e vhere the wirds were heavier. Fred
Smith (14?9) and Allen Coitle (734)

ssined in the middle course thoush
Littlejohn, who took ibe shore course,
rounded with them. Saturday night din-
ner time sas enlivened by the C4heron
Eishlander Band and Dance$. The
evening literally went into orbjt,

Sone {ere siill too keyed u! Sunday
nornine and {ere catled back to stalf
over. John Cazier (269) took a long
iack into the niddle of ihe Bay and
rounded the first nark ahead of the
rest. No one could cohe near cazier
ss ne continued to widen the eap the
rmainder of the race.

The ihird $ce of tle sedes found
several ov€r the line €arly asain. Al
len Cottie led the eniire race with a
sroup close ssien. There was nuch
chansine of position wiih CaUahan
(918) breakihs throuch near the Iin-
ish to take a second.

Robert CoorB (663) denonstrated io
his lirline pilot oew how to slow roll
a Thisue and Roger lvlann (1280) did
a flir to atert a collisiot. Allen Cottle
wo, the Gilhan Tlolhy with Callahan
taking the second place horors and
Smith third for the series.

Measurer's lllemo
By Drve Minton (28)

IIy recent correspondence indicates thst there are severai matte$ resulting
fron the TCA Annual Meetins on Stsien lsland last Ausust that need clsdfi-
cation. Sinre the Chief Measurer's fole .t tle National Chamliolslils is mther
hectic and most Thistlers ale individualists, thjs is just about standard opeEtins

Spinnaker Pole Fittins on the Mast, As reported in th€ September-October
1962 issue of the BAGPIPE, I had made a rulirg lermitting the use of adjustable
spinnaker pole fittings. This Nling was apprcved by the Governing Board bur
\$s oveuidden by the TCA m€mbership at the Annuat Meetins. lvhile it is
true that this leaves unchanged Rulins 22 which states that not more than two
eye fittinss for atisching the slinnaker pole may be attached to the mast, the
lesality of the use of adjustable qrjnnaker pole fittinss is not clear. In view
of the seniiment officislly expressed by the ClasB, I rute that adjustable spin-

:*::#Y.1il$;#:.:11y":"-#il: jli"'i,i,liili;."5i11,1.'?"iii'"T,"'"i (ottle wins Gilnran lrophv
or fix the slideB with wood screws so that they cannot be adjusted.

Dedces for Chansing Tension of
Shrolds other than the standard toscle
armngement while racing ar€ nol per-
nitied. This is new Ruline 3?. Seaeral
Thistlers have asked whether this rul-
ins supersedes Rulins 6 which states
that the bow tossle i3 optional anil
pernits the jib Btay to be f.stened to
a tunbuckle and tans at the bow.
Rulins 6 is still in force. The standard
ioggle auangement is optional. Many
Thistlers have abardoned the standard
togsle in laaor of a fixed jib stry.
Ruling 3? mentioned the standard tos-
gle aDangement tecause it is obvious
rhat adjustmert of the jib hauiad
{hile rscins hust be lermitted and
that such adjlstment on boats emrloy-
ins the stan&rd tosgle will afiect the
tension of ihe shrcuds snd, to a srall
exient, the rake ol ihe nast. No other
device for .hinsing the rake of the
nast while racing is permitted. Turn
buckles on the shrouds are lesal pro-
vidins they are not of the qui.k-ad-

Bow Eyes. Several Tlristlers at the
Naiional Championshils had bow eyes
al or neer the waterline. They were

The Bagpipe



Paukie's lhird Skipper
This year PAUKIE (1) acquired a

nev skipler. Yes, ihe fine rvooden hnll
in which Sandy Douglass won five Na'
tional Chanpjonsbips has her thi skip-
!er, Step}en Kloiz of Cowan Lale Fleet
No. 65. It sds in ihe May 1957 Baspipe
that this ad alpearedl

FOR SALE
Thistle No. 1, PAUKIE. In excelleni
condilion, thought by sohe to be one of
the handsohes, boats in the class (aft€f
Blac Jac, of couse). Has had pr€tty fair
racins &cord. Ulmer da.fon sails, al-
most new; fortisan sEinnaker by Bo$
ton; spinnaker pole, ctc. $1350. With ex
cell€nt trailer, $1400. Gordon K. Dous'
lass, 1:116 Mentor Ave,, Mentor, O,

We wiU lei Lois Klotz tell ihe rcst

I remember cleaflJ the noment Har-
old decided he wanted Paukie. I had jusi

finished tnmins the fuss jn the livine
roon and dinine room, when Harold
phoned from the office and said, "How

rould you lile to own Pau!ie." Nalu-
rally, I was breathless and connented,
"See if you can get the Brooklyn
Bridse tossed in, tool" Sincc I had noi
issued an enphatic "No," Harold lhoned
Sandy Douslass snd luanged to pur
chase and pick-up No. 1� This caused
no end of houble. As lons as we were

Cetting such a famous boat, we had to
hsve a new traiLer. lrailers ar€ lcallr
harder to get lhan boats, soNetimes.
Ellie Sh€lhard and I sat i! thc oflice
of the Gator people in lort Wsyne
while the welders built the "thins."

Finally Palkie (we asked lefnission
to keelr the name as we felt No. I
would always be Psukie) suived in
Cincinnati and $,e sold ouf fi$t toat,
Tlistle 1?2.

Paukie was really a grest |oat and
H.rold\ sailing imuoved. However,
we did hare ou uts end downs of
should I say overs and trnders. -q.t one
regatta or Cowan we sank in two races
and fouled out in the urird. But wc irn-
proved and in ure following year at the
sane rcgatla *e only sant in trvo
races. We hadn't calsized in four years
but on.e we l€arn€d low {e found it
very €asy and stert nuDerous holrs
practicins the tcchnique, It was at this
line Paukie rvas sloken of !s Old

But now Prukie has another skilper,
our oldest son Steve, ase 15. Steve
started his sailinA by oewins fof us
and skillerine an Olrimist Pfan, Tle
fiNt year out oI th€ Pram, Steve and
Nwo other Thistle boys, Msfk and Rob
Giltiland, sailed their {ay to the Sea}s
finats in St. Pete, Flotda,

(Contituk.I on Pase 1t))

Meet President Richards
Eere is a comlletely self-explanatory letler that your Editor is delighted

to rublish in its entircty.

Dear larry:

Whi le we wore in Staten IsLand, and after v,e
Nere elected to our exalted posit ions, you asled for
inforeat ion about ne and my "aspirat ionsn for the cLass
i l l  order to introduce ne in your own opening issue,
Here goes - in out l i re fore.

Personaf.  Age 52. Wife: Susan..  Son: Andrew, 1
year old. Born and raised in New Jersey - spent part
of every sunmer at Lake Hopatcong - Sai l ing interest
began in high school.

Educat ionaL and Profession. BS in Civi l  Engineering,
Lehiah Univ. ,  (Pa.) 195I,  MS in Civi l  Engineerina,
Northrvestern Univ.  1952. occupat ion: Ioundat ion
EnSinoer Associated wit .h l {oraD-Proctor-Moesr &
Rutledge Consult  ing Engin€ers, Consultant.s for heavy
foundat ions and narine struct,ures, 4f5 l {adisoD Avenue,
New York 17, Nev York. (Corner 48th & l , {adison).

Sai l ins Background. Learned to sai l  in a dinahy
whi le in high school.  Purchased an Internat ional 14
after col lege (1953) for day sai l i4g. Cre{ed olr  thist le
at I rHYC 1955; Bought No. 724 $j �nler 55-56: Won FLeet
Championship 1957 and act ive ever since. Won Fleet
Chanpionship also '58 through '62. Sai led in al l
Nat ional ChaiopioDships f956 ihrough 62 { i th var ied
success. 1962 - 4th place best f in ish. Have ron a few
open Regatt .as: two 2nd places at St.  Pete, one 2nd
place in At lant ic Coasts -2nd races N. J.  Distr ic l .s
196r and 1962. Seenr to have a reputat ion as a
consist6ni contender -  but not a xJinner.

TCA Background:
f962 - lst  Vice ?resident -  Menber Xxec. Cooe.
f96l -  N. J.  Distr .  Secretary -  Chairnan National

Race Coeeit tee, Member Exec. Connit tee.
f 9 6 0  -  N .  J .  D i s t .  S e q r e t a r v
1959 - I leet 36 Secretary
1958 - I leet 56 Secretary
1957 - ILeet 56 Socretary
1956 - I leet 36 Secretary
Inclosed photo shorus pr€sident at rork.  As I  aE

n o t .  v e r y  a l l r a c t i v e  c o m o a r e d  ! o  t h e  b o a t ,  o r  t o  m y
wife, I  ano not sending a photo of nyself .

1 9 6 3  P r o j  e c i i o n s  :
1.  Major probLem appears to be arr iv ing at a

s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l s  a g r e e a b l e  t o  a l l .
2.  President bel ieves in control led class

gro{th -  does not feel  x,e should go overboard sel l i l lg
the boat on a nat ional tev€l.  A good boat and class
wi l l  selL i tsel f ,  but f i rnly bol ieves iD the hard sel l
at  Fleet level.

3.  of f icers should be more concerned in
nsintaining one desian character ist ics and i l rproving
class organizat ion than pushing expansion.

As the President works in oidtown New York City
he would welcone ca1ls -  or v is j . ts -  f roo travel iDg
Thist lers who lcould n'ant to taLk boais or dlscuss a
T.C.A. problem - off lce phoDe Eldorado 5-4800,
Home phone 914 - Wllson 1-2081.

Elner Richards
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Brett thst At last Mark
Roser Brett (1481), the !:oneer

Thistle skilper of Kansas City, won
the Last Mark negatta concludins the
first season of racing by Fleei No. 105
at Lake Jacono. Varieiy was featured
with {inds froh 20 knots to nothing and
$eather Jrom warm sunshine to clrill
ins rain. Bitl Walton (44?) eot the
start of the Jirst race in beautiful
westher ard wlnds of 10-15 and was

Larry Hault (136?) liked t}e 15-20
knot winds of the second tace and led
lfom the sta . Waltont char.es went
skiddine when he nad io cut tehind an-
other boat while on a lort tack. Ee

Brett 1481
ttaupt 136'1

Gehlet 1130
McPartland 1561

Condit 1263

2 2 3
3 r 5
1  D N F  1
4 3 4
6 6 2
5 i 6

DSQ 4 8
DSQ DNF 7

found it impossible to wcleat the ns:n
and jib in the blasl of air cotuins off the
other boat's sails. A front gave winds
of 5-10 at the stat of Sunday's race
but rsin soon repbced the wild. Tom
XkPartland (1561) had ihe siari, slid
to fifth, but rccovered in a photo'finlsh
ahead of Brett as Walton won.

Kelley Wins
Folsom lnvitational

Sacranento ThisU€ Fleet 97 held an
invitationat at Folson Lake October
2? and 28. Thirie€n boats from three
fieets larticilated in tle lisht winds
typical of the lake. The first rsce
started at 11100 a,h. Satuday mor!
jng with a north{esterly that was

lractically non-existenf. The resulis oJ
ihis race indicated thst the local This-
tlefs wer€ favored by their kno*ledBe
of local conditions, but tlis didn't !re-
v€nt Jerri€ Noe (1419) of Fleet 6?
from taking first. He was closely fol-
lowed by Ralph Kelley (1486), the fleet

The next race stafted at 2:00 p.Dr.

and thc wind }ad sleadily stfensth-
ened since the end of th€ first race
and throus! hnch. Ttre leeward start-
ers stole tle harch on the windward
boats, and Ure visiting comletition be-

san to show thejr stDff. Bill Nexsen
(u?) of fleet 6? han.lily took first,
with Kelley rvinniner the battle for
serond witn Noe. This tac€ was noted
for its lift-huntins matches, Plac€s
changed often, by as many as three

Sunday\ {eatler s'as huch like Sat-
urdey's, th€ northwester-ly was lieht,
but steady and ihe race committee
holefully set a long course, Once again
}nowledge of local conditions was help_
ful, but not for lons. Kelley took the
stad and hung on to a shore lift t}at

Frovided him with a nice lead tlat
grew and glew as lle race lrogressed
Nexsen fousht his {ay u! throngh the
fleet and siezed the final sdp on the
second losition. Noe was next but
missed the shoften course sienal .!d
sail€d around an extra mark before
his histale was realized. Irvine Odcers
(1456) of Jleer 97 didn't miss ihe 3is-
nal on the nark and therety took third

I
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PRESIDENT AT WORK

The Bagpiqe

Ralph Kelley

Bill Nexsen

R. C. Smith

Bud McKinney

Dick Phillips

1 4 8 6 2 2 1 L
1 4 1 9  1 3  6  2
1 1 ? 8 1 2 3

7 4 2 6 3 5 4 4
1 4 5 6 ? 6 3 5
1 0 ? 4 5 4 9 6
1402 4 DSQ 5 r-
1 0 3 4  6 1 1  ? 8
1041 11 ? 10 I
1 4 1 2  9  8 1 1  1 0
1042 10 10 DNF 11
?32 DNS I  8 12

1521DNF DNF DNF 13

t


